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FEBRUARY• 1953 
F,ditor, Miscellaneous Section , 

Herb ert Leckenby , · Telephone Exchange, 
c/o Central Regis try, lforthorn Command, York . 

FR04 THE EDITOR• S CHAIR 

OLD F!lIEllD IN A!~ SUIT: The January C. D. was a littl e late as I 
warned you it mi ght be, but I felt sure you would say it was ,,orth 
waitin g for whilst it uns being fitted m.th its ne\7 suit of Saville 
Ro11 cut. And, my word! I mis right. Opinions are flowing in and 
all scy , without excepti on, that in appearanc e , it looks bett er 
than ev er. As I seid last month, I had the "wind up" when I knew 
I should hav e to loo k round for n new publis her. For a tiroe I was 
haunted by t he thought th'1t Jnnuar:y might drm• toward s i ts close 
without n C. D. b'ven as it was , letters were arriving making 
anxious enquirie s .- :rti:s;-tnerefora,alI lliemofo lienrteii!iig w!ien-~ 
things hnvo worked out so woll , and now that this little cris is bas 
passed over, I om oncour cged to scy thet just es ;l.n th e world of 
the thentro , 11the show must go on", so as l ong ntr I nm ble ssed with 
good honlth, " Tho C,D. will. ru<1eys got through", 

* * * * * * 
.AllOTHER SUCCESS. Life does seem to bavo been worth living lately, 
for just before the events reoorded nbovo, r epor t s were ooming in 
a,bout .• the "" Annual . and as " the,;, said ,.alm9st wi th out .. .!'xoe;ition ,. "un- """ 



..... - .................. _ ................................................. _.... ( 3 5) ............................................. - .......... ,, ................... .. 
doubte dl y the bes t yet " - or words to that e:ffect - I r eal l y bad 
t o be li eve we had scored "8ain . One o.dvant age about sondi ng 1 t 
out ear l ier was that soma of the ovor eone readers got t hei r copies 
by Christmas . They woul d reaoh th e U. S. A. and Bill Gander told me 
he got his on Chris t mas Eve, which WM just perfect. Harry Homer 
out in Spain, nlso got his. 

Voti ng papers ar e comi ng in nice l y . You• 11 see the present 
positi on els ewhe r e . It looks l iko being a close fi3ht thio time . 

And now, afte r expre ss i ng such a top of the world fee l ing , 
1 tio a pity I must do a little a dmoni shing. But I regret t o SO/! 

that despite my req u es t for remittance of outstanding Annual subs . 
owing t o the special circumsta.ncea this yoor , there are still 
qui to a number to come in. Now you v1bo may have forgotten, 
wouldn ' t l ike me to have to sel l chunks of my cher i shed co l le c tion 
to en able me t o do the r ight thing , would you? But i t might be 
so , i f • • • . • • Nuf:f s aid, I th i nk . 

... * * * * * * 
THE SUN !!EVER SE.'rS, One of our members , George Fuller of Brighton , 
is at present doi ng his Nation al Servi ce and recently he wrote me 
from Tobruok and to l d me of an in te resting incide nt on his se c ond 
e veni ng there , He wa lked into tho N. A. A, f', I . and the r s , l o ! an d 
beho l d! among a number of pape r s , he found a ooup l e of co pies of 
t he Ml!80et Noa. 1669 and 1670 ! A l ink with boJIBif you like . 

*** * *** 
HERE' S A LAUGH. I '"" indebted to Jack Wood for an lllll\lsing c or t oon 
from thi s month I s 11Happy Vari et y" . Tousled - hnir son ie comfo r t 
ably seated in an ea sy chai r r eading e. copy of 11Coshcr Dick 11

, end 
on t he floor f or compc.ny i s 11Crime Comics11

• StrJ1ding , is a. meek 
l ooki ng Jlon. hol rljng , kind of apJ><lnling ly , "- book ontitled "Cr ey
f r in r e" and with l!. ·picturo ot a epoctac l ed pl ump faoed youth . 
Sonny i s seying scornfully , "Bi l ly Bunter? !leve r heard of h im -
what, e his ra.cke t ?11 

Ala s ! ther e •s a. ce r ta i n amount of truth i n tho ce.rt ooni st 1 e 
cyn i csm. Eis nnmc , by t ho wey , i s Penfo l d , Ho shou l d know, ehould
n ' t ho? 

Your s since r ely 

fiERBERT LECKEIWY ......... ~, ............................... ,,.~ ............................................................................................. ,, ...................................................... , ............................. . 
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'l'llE FIRST OF A }Jll\7 SERIES. 

Stories 9 9-e member 
by HERllERT LECKENl!Y 

No. 1. "l!IDDIES OF THE 'FEARLESS'" 
(Author: - David Goodwin} 

* * 
Some of the stories which deli ghted us in our youth seem 

crude when road through spectacles of ad vancing ageJ others stand 
the test time. "Middies of the 1'"earless 11 certainly comes in the 
latte r category fo r when I re -r ead it recent l y , I found it every 
bit as inte re sting as v,hen I devoured it, instalment by instal
racnt, Y/hon it first appeared in the "Boys' Fri end" way back in 1909 . 
/1.3 I have said befo r e , David Goodwin could urite with k:no,;le(4!0 on 
all sorts of subjects and here <10 had the ro al tan g of th e sea in 
a yum of tho Navy as it •;ms in th o yoars just before th e first 
r,orld "or ; ono to oompa.l'O m.th W.H.G. Kingston waon writing about 
t ho '\·,oodon wall s ". 

Despite t he fact that 11Hiddi es of tho Fearless " concerned 
peace-ti.Ila days , it was packed with thrills from beginning t o end . 
Goodwin yachtsman as he was, knew ever inch of the English ooas t 
and the story told vividly of adventures at Spit head , She orn oss , 
Chat ham and northwards to Hull and Grimsby . 

The hero was Ned Drake, son of a re t ired Naval officer and 
a t the opening of th o story , we find him pos t ed a s a midshipman to 
ll .ll . S. Fearless, "battleship of tho Dreadnought t ype" . In sendi ng 
him to this par t ioular ship , tho Admiral ty had made a gra vo mis
tak e , for, just a litt lo earlier , lied's brottc r, Ral ph, who had 
bee n a senior li eut enant on th o Fonr l oss , had beo n dismissed his 
ship and his Majosty • s sorvico under suspicion of having been con
cerned in tho th of t of a largo sum of monoy from the Fcarloss 
s trong-roo m. 

Conseque nt ly, at first , lied had a t ough time , but havin g 
the bloo<l of tho Drake's in his veins, he soon settl es down and 
becomes one of the most popular members of the gun-room. Another 
middy , Vict or Dar by, becomes his specia l chum. 
·- ··- ·--" """ A good deal •. of ,..the J>lo t ... concerns .. Adler _& . eo •. , •. an .in t e r- _ .. 
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na t iona l fim of esp i onage agents , who buy i mpart i al l y, sec r ets 
from, and se l l to, any country wil li ng to do busi ness with them. 
Great Brit ai n refused t o have any tru ck with the mf as a result , 
Adler & Co, created a lot of misch i ef , I t was they \7hO were be 
hind t he plot to ge t Ral ph Drake disgraced . Ralph , on loeving the 
NaVY, hnd tak en up Sec r e t Ser vice work and ho and lied ao tho s tory 
progroeeod, wer e cont inu ally in and out of Adler & Co' s clutches . 

l)'.).vi d Goodwin was fond of br ingin g boxing into hie 
sto ri es; ho di d i n this one . Ned provod to be !W.ndy with his f i sts 
Md accepts the cha ll e!l8e of an un pleasan t specimen of a middy 
cal l ed Wext on. Wext on i s beaten and truces it be.dly , He pe r suades 
a small- t ime pugilist, Bert Grundy , othen,iso the Chntham Chicken, 
to impor aonato n mi ddy from a sistor - ahip end t ~ce on Nod. There 1 a 
a li ttle author • s license here, for i n real life t ho pugil i st would 
have put hi s foot in it as so on as he opened his mouth. However, 
1 t Wa3 ju st as well be succocdod in deceiving t ho members of tho 
gw, - r oom for the t ime being , or one would have miss ed a very ontor 
ta i ning description of a right good sorap, which the young middy, 
of cour se, eventually won . The Chatham Chicken was unmasked by 
Victo r Darby and af t er a chase round the ship, he, in n pnnic, 
j umped overboard nnd was snvod from a watery grave by lied Drake, 
Lnt er , t he Chicken , who r.as n 1 t rea l ly e. bad sort, showod his gr ati 
tu de by hel pi ng to eave Ned on one of the occas i ons when he was in 
t he hands of Adl er & Co, 

There were more e.i:ci tins chapte r s l a.id off the coas t 
near Hull and Grimsby , when Ned was made a prisone r on a fishing 
trm7ler by Long Dennis Clegg , n villionous member of the spy organ 
i sa tion , Afte r a l ot of r ough handling , lied deliberately eot fire 
t o the boat , but before he could got II'ilfJ/f, ho wcs r ecaptured by the 
Ol'Ol'I , who left the boat efte r fe s toning him to tho mo.st and l ee.ving 
h im to hi s fr.t o. Hi s chum, Darby , cemo alo ne to put in some hoc ti o 
11ork nnd save Nod in t ho nick of t ime, 

Here oomes en amusing circumstance in coMection wi t h 
t hi s par t of the story , When Middies of the Fearl e ss was r ep r inted 
in the "Boys• Friend Li br ary" , the publishers had the sense t o give 
it two vol wnes instea d of trying to squee ze a good yarn into one 
as th ey of t en did, thus ru i ni ng it . The second s t ory was "Midsh ip
man Drake , D, S, 0," ( No, 151, 1st Se ri es). The cover p i cture po r
t rayed tl:e scene of the bur ningt r awle r with lied roped to tho mast, 
Despite al l th e rough - housing ho had gono t hroUl,h, he l ooked as .... , .... , ... -............. --, .. ,, ....................................................... ~ ........................................ _,,, ... _____ .... , ....... -.................. -.................... ,. .... . 
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dnppor ns if he had just come of f pnr:>do , and ..-as still we:,ring hie 
.£&! Tho culprit o.rtis t <138 T.W. Holmos , who should roolly hav o 
knO\"m bottor! I 

Space f orbids detail s of numerous other thrills in this 
grand yarn. Needles s to soy, that in the end Ral ph Drake's name 
was cleared and the Adler gong smashed . 

David Goodwin had a happy knack of giving his characters 
names which se emed to fit . Some here might have been ttlifted" from 
th e Navy List . Tbuo, Admiral Frobisher , Cnptain Rnglan , Sub. Lieu 
tenant Hertford , Uidshipman Kea, el , llnyno and Aclnnd - n small 
point , but one which somehow dooe mok:o n difforonce . 

That thought leads to something else. Years afte rwards, 
the story was republished in the second se ri es of the Boys ' Fri end 
Library . "Midshipman Drake , D. S.0 . " became " Ghums of the Fightirg 
F1eot 11 • Tho story was almost exac tly tho samo, but oomeone, 
oor t ninl y not Dnvid Goodrn.n, had beon busy obnnging somo of the 
names.. The 11Fearleos 11 became the "Victorious"; instead of Ned 
Drake , "'" bad lied Hardy , and for some extraord i nncy reason , Darby's 
name was obanged to Jink s, which didn't soom t o fit at oll . On the 
othe r ho.nd, other characte r s were · not chnngod at <>11, for Capt ain 
Rnglnn , llidshipman Koppel , Woxton , Bort Crund,Y, the CbathlllD Ghiolcen 
ap:,eared aa in t he original atocy . I t wae another example of the 
queer things the A. P. did at times and l' r.i blessed if I can sec the 
motiv e . V/hore now roadors wor o concom od, th e orig inol namoe would 
havo dono just as ooll , surely . If tho idea \/OB to try and deooivo 
those \lhO had rood it in tho old da,ys, the sub-editor responsible 
for t he revising should ha.vo had the sack for doing a neither one 
thing or the oth er job . Not oo th o ar ti s t who did the cover f or 
the "Chum3 of the Fiehting J'lo ct" B. F . L. hcmovor . It looked liko 
Vol Reading thoughf I am not quite sure if he was still aotive in 
1933. Arl/fw3¥, th e picture showed th e •ame sceno un t ho burn in g 
trawler, to ,;-hich I hav e just referred . But t his ti me l!od Drako , 
bog pardon, llnrdJr, wao dr11T;n looking vory dishovolled, with ti o all 
untid,Y and, minus bis cap . - . 
Note, "!Jid die s of the •Fearle ss ' " waa republished in t he B. F. L. la t 
series as fo llow s, !lo. 149 , Uiddies of the Fearless / llo. 151 Midah ip 
mon Droko , DSO. Thot would be ear ly i n 1911 . When th ey appeared 
og<1in in the 2nd sories thoro ,rould <1ppoar to hovo boon n long in 
torvnl be twe en th o two volumos for ns fer llB I con make out , thoy 
.,ore llo . 324 The Fighting lli dd,Y1 o.:1d 386 " Chums of th e Fighting 
Flo ct! .• No. 386 ,(zuno 1933l .J IT .L . 2 ............. - .. -... ··--··- ·•·-·-··--
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8/d :Boys' :Book <2/ub 
LOND O N SECTION 

OUr f i fth anniversary Annual General Meet i ng WllB hel d at 
Hume House, EBB t Dulwich on Sunday, January 18th unde r chairman 
Len • s abl e guidan ce. The el ecti on of of f i cers was a foregone con
clusion as all the old f a ithful s we re r e- elec t ed including auditor 
Charl i e Wrigh t. Chairman Len reviewed the past ye ar 1s happeni ngs , 
ment io nin g al l th e goo d things we had experienced, tbe famous 
visitors we had had , and the promise of f ur t her progress i n the 
future . I gave my report for t he year and mentioned that new 
Bunter and Tom Merry books to th e value of £52, 9 , 6. have been 
supplied to members . The member sh ip continues to be s t eady main
t ai ni ng a good average . The treasurer 1 s r epo rt was adopted , there 
be i ng a balenc e in ho.nd of Ul. l. 9-t. of whic h audi ~or Cha rli e 
found corr ect . A di acueai on fo ll owed on financo a nd it wa.s 
unanimous l y agreed to keep th e present ro te of subsc riptions . A 
r evie w of t he o:xpec ted new books to be published was given by the 
cbainnan a.nd t hese wil l be supplied as hit hert o to al l those who 
requ ee t them. 

Eleanor Packman, having joined t ho ra nks of the 110liv er 11 

t appors, t yped out t he general knowl edge quiz which th o thr oo 
Packmans had dev is ed fo r t he f irst brain t easer of the ,oar . 
Cha rli e Wrig ht won hands down with mysel f sec ond and brothor Bob 
third. A t oam qui z then took plac e end some v ory i nt e ll igent quos 
ti ons were asked and in the main thcso were well answered . Sov on
t c cn mombors wo re pres ent in cl uding 11Rcd Magnet Robby" and thoro i s 
no doubt that all had a very enjoyable time , The February meetin g 
will be at Wood Green on th e 15th . 

UNCLE BENJA!dlll, 

NORTHERN S EC TION 

Meeting . 239 Hyde Pa rk Road , Leeds, 3rd January, 19 53, 

Owing to the ab s enc e of J . Br e ez e Ben tl ey (caused by meet
ing being a week carlio r the n ori gin a l dat e) , I took th o cha ir and 
had the pleasure of welcoming once ag ain Fr ank · Cose am Stanley . 



Sm1 th. Illness prevented severa l regulars from being present , 
includ ing llill Harri son , which 111eant he was 111issing for tho first 
time. Howeve r, a doz en of us gathored round a cosy fire to listen 
to Harry St ables talk on the Frank Beade and J ack Wright sto ries in 
what was usually tenoed the Aldine Invention Lib rary , or to give it 
the ful l n8llle it was given at its atart 60 years ago , the "ildine 
Romance ot Invention, Travel and Adventure Library". Veterans have 
pleasant memories of those extraordinary years concerning Steam Mon, 
Steam Borsos, El octri c Horsos, Electric Air Canoes and tho r ost, 

Barry, M was ment i oned on tho occasion of an earlier talk 
boa a happy knack of slipping in aOllle doligbtfully droll bUlllour, 
Ho al so does n bit of roscarch as WM prov ed when he pointod out 
that in one story tbero was a lengthy bare-fac ed 11l ift" from Jules 
Verne' s 11Clipper of the Clouds 11

• Harry wa.e given a hearty round of 
applause . 

Gerry Alli son caused much amusement with hie reading of a 
couple of chapters fro111 a llagnet story . 

Nen111eeting , February 14th, an interval of six weeks! 
Horace Turnh81!1 will be giving a talk on tho old ti1110 comics , 

HERBERT LECKENllY, Northern Section Corresponden t. 

* * * * * * * 
IIIDLAND SECTI O!J Ci!RIS'NAS PARTY 

December the 13th was our red letter day; being the date 
of our eag e rly awni tcd pnrty . So that it wu a pity tboroforo , the 
combined effects of illnese and atrocious weather kept away several 
ontbusiasts , Those presen t however , had a very good tim e , 

Tho a tt ractive and comfortably furnished room was lavishly 
decorated with the li beral quantity of holly and mistleto e so gen
erousl y provided by- our Chainnan , 

The • tage being thus se t , po pular George Small wood capably
suided our revels as Maeter of Cereo oni es. Danci ng, games, music-, 
a competition , an amusing character ske tch, (done by our 11,C. ) , o.nd 
nn en tertaining rending from a "Ma.gnet 11

, (done in chnrnctor by 
Wilfred Davey) , made the even in g pass all too quickly , 

In the meantime though , we had paused to refresh the i nner 
man, (and wo111&n!), and enjoyed firstly, delicious ices , and lat er 
an exce llen t buffet . There ' s no doubt but that the "Patrcn Saint 
of Food" , our one and only Bil ly Buntor 1 would have entirely approve d of an nttractive lot of comostibles . 
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In addition to thi s splendid buffet, we had a scrum ptious 
Chri s 1maa Cake mostly ge nero usly provide d by our 11, C. 

Duri ng the ev enin g our Chairman had s prung a surpr i se on 
ua wit h a most masterly and enjoyable accordion recital; sho win g 
us a hitherto unexpected talent for this dif fi cu l t instrument . 

Tolrards th e end of the eveni ng, the signatures of all 
pres ent wore tak en on a greeti ng to be sent to Mr. Fone a t Stoke 
on Tront. 

Bef ore tho si nging of "Auld Lang Syne", group photographs 
wer e taken . The members sea te d in front held a very fine greet
ings poste r done for us, quite voluntarily, by Miss Partri dge . 

Fina lly , our warmes t thanks arc gladly gi vcn to Al bert 
Clack who s o freely gave vital and yeoman service at the piano. 

EDWARD DA VEY. 

**** *** 
IIERSEYSIDE SECTI ON MEETING1 11th J enua r;,: 1 1953. 

Ther e was another big muste r (17) fo r thi s iooeting , whic h 
opened promptly at 7 , 30. The chainnan commenced by wishing al l a 
happy new year, he then read a number of le tte r s from Keesrs . 
Timmins, Swit z er, Beg l ey and Pritchard re gr etting th ei r i nabi li ty 
t o be present . J.!r, Small was also unable 1'l attend, but he me.de a 
very useful donation to t he library in tho fonn of a book; a 
gesture great l y appreciated . Don was able to in form us that we 
have enro ll ed yet ano ther new member, Mr. w. llunt ; we ar e certain 
ly ma.king stea dy progrcos, and al l our new frie?'Xis nre genuine
onthusiasts . A fu r t hier quota of new books has bee n bought during 
the past month, comprising "Magnets", "Gems" and a number of 
"lle l son Lees" from our Leeds f r ierxis . 

The sec retary th en r ead the financial repo rt J our fund s 
are quite subs t antia l and a r ese rv e of £2. 5. O. has bee n ee t 
aside for l ib r ary purposes . 

Thon came the q_u.iz, won this t ime by Frank Unwin, who now 
hao the task of settine next month's posers. After refreehments t 
the Hami lton - Orwell deba t a was resumed; all bands waded in and 
sorne very i nteresting vis,· ,s were hoard , resu l ting in a victory for 
the champions of Hamil ton by oight poi nts t o two. 

The meeting c l osed a t 10 p.m. with the usua l libr ary 
business • 

.. . ........... ___ .,.,. ............. ..... ...... . ...... , ... , ..... ................... , .... - ..... . ...... _ •• _ , ........ .. ......... . .. . .......... ~ .. .... ~ .. , ... ... _ • .., , .. .. ......... ~, ......... . - .......... h 
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Nex t mont h's highligh t s . Frank Unwin 1 s quiz ; a debate 
"Then - and now", and a di sc ussio n on a propose d din ner-socia l t o 
be he ld at a rendezvous i n town with i n the n ear f uture . 

F , CASE, Sec re ta ry , 

(Nice worlc Merse y s i de! You'r e setting t he pac e 
are •nt y ou? - H.L . ) 

* * * * * 
Ben and Bob Whi to r wish to s i ncerely thank the many friends 

who sent ki nd mes sages of sympathy in th ei r roe on t sad be r uavemcn t . 

THE ".A;ITJUAL" BALLOT 

Present Posi t ion 

The r e Wer e Other Schools 
~,evison at Creyf riars 
The Amazing Caree r of Bi lly Bunte r 
Ki ngs of Crime 
Roami ngs of the Rio Ki d 
The St . Franks Saga 
Stan d an d Deli ve r 

85 
81 
58 
54 
43 
34 
33 

.,., .... ,,., .. ,,.,.,,,. ... ,. ,, ................... ,, .... , .. ,,., .. , ........... ,,.,,.,.,,. ., ,,., .. , .. , .... .,,,.,.,,, ,,,.,. ,,,..,., ,.,,.. ,.,, ..... ,,.,,.,..,,.,, ..... , ......... ,,. ,.,1/,'o<•H, ..... y ...... ,,,,.,..,.,.,,,..,..,,., ,, ,.. , , ,, , 

AD'S NUMBER ONES: Offers invi t ed for fi r st is sues of~ Gem, 
--- ld Gem, Penny Popular (.,ith Bunte r plat e) , Greyfriars 
Herald (1919 ) , Boys Realm (1902 ), Boys Rea l m (1919 ) , Boys Leader 
(1903, '7ith Funny Pips) , Boys of the fupiro ( 1900) , Jack 's Paper , 
Aldi ne Robin Hood, Jlc\•mes ' Redskin Library, Dixon Hawko, Aldine 
Diamond , Newnes Bl ack Deos ( bot h se ri es ) , Aldine J a ck Sheppard , 
Aldine___J;laud~vai,-Nel son-.Loe---{l930 -h ---'rlwi-Uer,-Spo r t--and- Adve n
ture, Spor ts for Boys, Boys Magazine , Rover , Adventure, Wizard, 
Boys Cinema , Pluck ( 1922) , Rocket , Pals , Boys Mascot , Boys Favour -

-~ ~' ---~ ~~• __ !3°Ys_ Cinoma. __ - ·· • ··- ·· _ _ •. •.•.••• .•.•.• _ •.. .•.•• ·· - •.•.• __ _ 
AJ1D FOR HOLIDAY ANNUALS, 1921, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926 , 1927, 1928, 
1930, 1931, 1932, 1936, Tom Hopperton , Cour t land s . i"\J.l ford Road, 

_s~~b~:o_u!'~·-_ .. -·-·-________ ···-··---__ ··-···········- _ -·---............ .. 
CHAIIGE OF ADDRESS• R. A, McGarva. has moved fr om 220 Sissons Road, 
~eds 10 to 15 ~j,ST ONE ROAD BRAMLEY, LEEDS. Coll ects School -
... /X ... l!ml.l!Al,~ .... lf.!l.l\ ... ~.ll. ... ..O:ti.~ ... ~Ji.:l.~.rl. ... in .. J.l. A,,li~!l.i? .... ll.9Rt~ .... QJ; .... a.ti.igJ,QiJ .. ............. .. 
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}JJ)HJJrJOJJJJ)JJJ) 
Compilod by HERBERT LECKENBY 

* * * 
?.fessrs. Cassell' announce two new Bunter Books for this 

yea r. "Billy Bunter ' s Brainwav e " (June) and "Bil l y Dunter •s First 
Cano" (Oct ) , and I understand ther e ' s still hope of new Tom llerr;y 
books. 

Here's somotbin g for Hamil tonians to swank about . Cyril 
Kersh writing in th e "Peopl!I' of Janu"ry 25th about the amazing 
memory of Denis Brogan, famous mEl!lber of "Transatlantic Qu1z11 oni 
11Round Brit ai n Quiz 11 t enms, so.id -

"I am told that t oday he entert"ins bis children -
he has four , ranging in ago from 16 to 10 - with Bunt er 
stories be read as a boy! Ilo recounts them incident by 
incident, and almost word for word." 

How about th e London Club inviting Mr, Brogan to a mooting 
for " cont es t with Bob \'/bi t c r? Strikes me t•t1ould be worth list en
ing to. 

* * * * * 
OLD-FASHIOIIED? NEVER! 

b:, ERIC FAYHE 

* * * 
Tho li ter nry critic of tho "Dt:.ily GrRphic 11

, (now "Daily 
Sketch") rcforring to "Billy Bun ter ' s Beanfca.s t 11, de sc ribe s it as 
"one of Frank Richard ' s old-fashioned school stories , 111hl.ch will 
be devoured with enjoyment by boys and their fathe r s ." 

llook critics, - like film, radi o, and televis i on critics, -
l iko to pass off as tni.isms statements which are roc.l l y nothing but 
their own privr.t o opinions . These gentry nre also glorious l y 
facetious, am: tr:, desperately hard to be funny, th ough whether 
th ey ever succeed in being anything but complete bores is a questlal. ........ ~ ..... -.................... _ ......... "'"'"' '""'"'' ,, ................................... ,.,~ .. " ......... _ .............. -........ ,,, .................. _, ............................ , ...................... . 
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It is probably asking too much to expe ct the Graphic critic 
t o exp lain on what grounds hl3 desc r ibes the new Bunt e r book as an 
old - fas hioned story. Does he cxp oct us to en joy a talc which is 
completely up-to-date? If so , I suggest th a t in the next Bunter 
boo k (a) moat of the fellows are alm os t illiterate,(b) Harry 
Wha rton and Co carry cosbcs while Skinner and Snoo;> each own se..t<m 
off shot-guns, (c) F"isho r T. Fish is the most popular fellow in the 
schoo l, ns being in a position to supply th e school with American 
comic pap er s , ( d) l!urr co Singh supp li es a ll and sundry with Indian 
se x books , (e) Wing,'?.t o announces bis engagem ent to Cl a r a Trevlyn , 
whil e Coke r a.dmi ts that he i s s ec re tly ma rried to Mary, the house 
ma id , (f) th ere is a morning break in all cl r.ssos for dri IL'cing 
milk , whi ch Vcrnon-Smi t h insists upon l:nving bot , (g) Corporal 
punishm ent is, of cours e , abo l ished except for v ory minor offences . 

Personally, I think it is a moot point as to whi ch school 
3to ri es are really old - fashioned . I have always re garded 11Tom 
B!'ovm's Schooldays" as a hopelessly bo ri ng piece of tripe . I can 
no t imagine MY modern boy re ading it r-1i th enjoyment . Tom Brovm 
v,es old-f ashio ned when E:'!:.,ard the Seventh was on t he thr one . 
"Zric 11

, in my humbl e opi nion , was a more int e resting story , but its 
preaching style of v.·riting makes i t outmoded today . 

But \'/odeh ouoe ' s famouG school stories , written befor e th e 
fi rs t wor ld war, are as up-to-date today , so f ar as t he schoo l 
sequences go , as when tt,ey \Ve re writt en. The schoo l sections of 
Talbot Baines Read ' s tal es might have been writt en yesterday , 
exc&pt for t he f act thot hi s boys we re expect ed t o ,.,ork in class . 

Hylton Cl enve r' s sho rt sto ri es , und e r th e ti tl c of "Hnrlcy 
First Fift ee n", \?er e wri ttcn at lonot thirty y c:'lrs 3go, but th oy 
ar c as convinci ng tod.:iy as they wc r o then. 

Desmond Coke ' s "Bendin g of a 'Twig" , ·Nrit t en just after th e 
first -war, ----;.s stil-1 a perfec-tly notu Tai s-oory of-modern school l if' e . 

To my wc.y of thinking, Frank Richards ' tales are ageless . 
Provid i ng it is well-written, n. school story is a sc hool story . 
HundTeds of Mr. Ric hards I tales of fo r ty ye a rs ago , to put the ng e 
in round figure s , atnn d up well to the paAei ng of time . In the Tom 
Merry sto r ies now a pp ea rin g i n the "Sun", tbe Amalgamated Press 
have endenvoured to b ri ng t ho ta l es up- to - date by maki ng Tom say 
"He ' s trying to take t he mickey out of me ", whilo follows nro 
fr equen tly made to e jnculnto 11Vlhizzo ! " . 

Person a l ly 1 I doubt vr:ry much whether oi th or of th ose 
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expressions are in ve ry constan t use in Britain's great public 
schoo l s of tbs St, Jim ' s ty-ps. 

Frank, bimselt, baa tried to bring bis slang up-to-date by 
the use of "Smears" and "Smudges", which I think cou l d wel l be di s 
pensed wi t h, whi l e I found tho continued us e of the word "twerp " in 
one of his poat-wa.r stories very tedious indeed . 

I suggest to him that most schoo ls of good type have their 
own elans . Just befo re the war we found Gr eyfri ars usi ng 11punny 11 

for puni shment room, "blacker" for black - out in those early days of 
the war, to mention only two . That sort of thing is far more con 
vincing tilen 11twerpe" and "ciickeys 11

• 

Frank Richards ' styl e is ageless, simpl y becaw:e it is so 
compl e tely bis own. The '1 Stacey 11 seri es rill e till make fin e read
ing afte r fifty years have gone by , eimpl y because it "as woll-
wri tten , of cound plot, and the characterioation was perfect . 

Greyfriars and St , Jim ' s old - fashion ed? Neve r! Never ! 
(This pungent Fayne opi nion hae been in hand 

soe1e time - H. L. ) 

******* 
REVIVIt:G THE IIAG!IET 

(The fo ll owing is a copy (sligh tl y abbreviated) of a 
l etter the active ~eraeyside branch of tho 0,B , B.C. 
are pro pos i ng sendint to tho Amalgam" ted Pr e es - H. L. ) 

Dear Si r s , 
"Daddy, v,hy can ' t v,e get regular l ong s to ri ce of Billy 

Bun tor and Tom Merry now? 11 

Bow cany f atbors up and down tb c coun try hav e boon aekod 
that question by the youngs t ers to whom they have l oaned t heir 
treasured copies of "The Magnet" and 110em11 ? To that , however 
"t he Dadiies11 OM find no adequate answer . Nor can we , the members 
of the abovn Club , on behalf of whom this l ette r i s writt en. 

The sentime nt by which we are unashamedly in spired does not , 
however, make us wu:iind.ful of the coce1ercial and economic issues 
involved . 

We realise , that, to issue a r egula r scboo l- oto ry pape r tho 
publi shers mus t be convinced that th o demand is thero , Is it? 

Our oxperionco , of which tho com:ienccment of this l otto r 
ar o typical, proves that it is1 and disprov os t ho tboory bold in 
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soma quarte r s that th o nature of the hea lt hy-minded Bri ti sh schoo l 
boy of this so -called "jot ago" has so changed a.s to lesson his 
app r eciation of the c l oan, wholesome 11 t e r a tur o that delighted a 
pr evious generation in pap e rs lik e "The Magnot" and 11Tbo Gom11

• 

True , tho periodica l 11l i to ratu r o" ho reads - or scans -
to day (inferior , rubbishy and in poor taste as much of it is) migh t 
socm to bear out that content i on t o some deg r ee . But , equally t nio , 
ho has no choice in th e mntt or, 

It i s to give him that cho i ce that wo now app ea l , We 
r enliso , of course , that the matter of potential demand may not be 
the onl y l i on in the pa th . 

We are aware , for ins t ance, tha t Mr . Charl es Hamil ton - i n 
whom, as tho author of the stor i es for which we appea l, our so l o 
int e r es t lies - is a man of advanced yea r s . We also know, that t he 
time may not be fa r dista nt when Fa t e docroeo that he l ay down his 
pen fo r the la.st tim e. The publ ishe r s wil l know, by some sorry 
exper i ments of yesteryea r that no s ubsti t ute writer would dec eive 
th e read er or cla i m his a ll egiance for v ory lcng aft e rwards. 

Bu no dialoca tion need ensua , for th e solu t ion is roady 
ma.de, and on e , moreo ve r , that has boon succ essfu l ly adopt ed by the 
publi shers thems e lves on previous occas i on; notably in th e cas e 
of "Tho Gem" and Scho olb oys ' Own Library . We r efer, of course, to 
th o r e-publicat io n of Mr . Hamil t on ' s previous stories which woul d 
thereby ex tend th o new pap or' s l eas e of lif o by , say, a sc or e of 
years . A number of cou rs e, would require s l ight r e- editing or 
r e- writi ng ( the l atter, pref e rabl y by Mr. Hamil ton himself,) 

As r egards the success of this course , we could quote t he 
invariable tributes paid to Charles Hllr.lil ton ' a stori es both by t he 
Old Boy who has ren ewed o.c quaintanco with them af t or n l nps o of 
many yea.rs , e.nd by the you.'lg boy who has rend ono for th o very 
first - ~m-tncir vitality and fre shness utTerly1)eI Ti~e~s ~t~h=e--
date on the cover ; that they are as time l ess as th e old but eve r-
new fcst ivi tie s of Christmasti de . Fur the rmore , sev e ral of the 
cloth bound i ssues sell i ng nt 7/6d . have had to be rep ri n t ed 
severa l ti1nes , and even the modern generation is conversant with 
Billy Bunte r , Greyfriors a.~d St. Jim ' s . 

Yours faithfu ll y , 
D, B, WEBSTER, Cbai nnan. 
For e.nd on behalf of 
THE OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB. 
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1930? DO YOU ACREE? 

by Raymond Jones , Cowes, Isl e of Wight , 
• * * 

I wonder it a debate has over bGcn held in our seleot 
circle tc discover the most popular lfil of all Frank Richards' 
tal e s of Oreyfriars , aa produced in th e ''llagnet"? It is generally 
held, I believe, that the late 1920' s and early 1930' s saw the 
master's finest worlc come off the reel , but baa tbe case ever been 
argued? I can imagine a heated argum ent if so . At any rate , I am go ing tc "stick my neck out" as they say, and claim that in 1930 we 
have the most enjoyable 11\lagnet 11 storioa evor . 

Probably a.any "old regulars" will jump dovm my throat and 
say that 1932, with its fine charactor • tudies in the "Lancaa ter" and 11Harry Wharton's Downfc.1111 aeries takes the prize, but I main
tain that for sheer lighthearted , humourous writing 19):) cannot be 
beaten , I ' m afraid I must ask you to overlook the lamentab le spasm 
of 11euba 11 stories, but apart frari them I stake my claim and stick 
to it ! 

Take the 11Courtfiold Craclcsmo.n" sori os , for inatM ce , which 
starts the year (fo llowin g , I may say , surely one of tho boat 
Christmas tales ove r ) , This series eccms not to bnvo attained tho 
popularity I havo alwayo thought it doscrvos , I to stylo is f r oo 
and oasy, tho humour unbounded, end tho plot though h.,cknoyod, ie 
treated boldly and clearly . For sheer Bunterism t his series cannot bo beaten - yes, and I am including the much vaunt ed 11l3witer Court " 
tole s. Rocomber the 11Back to Oreyfriars" chapter which commences 
the winter term? A gem, a real g"" , chape I And r emember Buntor in 
full end frantic flight when ho bcliovos Riobard Sto ol , to.nciod to 
be the Courtfield Cracksma.n, is on his track with a i,,n bidden under 
his coat - tails? And that last , uproarous issue "Billy Bunter ' s 
Come- back" 1 whon poor old Billy is hounded fra,, pillar t.o post in 
his endeavours t o got back into the schoo l? Ani speaking of 11poor 
old Billy", I shall al,.ays treasure tho last illustration in tho 
issue 11Goodbyo 13untor", which shows Bunter sit ting on his trunk 
waiting for the train which is t.o take him home after hi s temporary 
"expulsion" . There, in that drawing , I tb.ink you have very nearly 
everything that m,de Bill y funter great, 

Later came a short serios -- again, se ldom done justice: 
tho Earney IJcCann sorioo featuring our old hatchet-faced friend .Fisher T, Fish , . t'o r as long as Henry Sacuol Quelch reoains in my . 



memory I shall alwayo soe him catching Barney llcCann in the back 
of tbs neck with a large , heavy poker at midnigb t, 

Pop of ·the Circus was well up to average, but fo r me the 
highlight of the summer came in a si ngle issue "Bunter the 
Inksplashor 11 , one of Bun tor ' s severa l expeditions with a circus . 
Poor old Quelcby agllin! Ink in bis chivvy this time ! What that 
man had to put up with! And, from the same story, what price 
Roll o' s description of Bunter ' s nooe1 "Like a little dumpling 
chucked at your face and stick ing where it happen ed to fall," 

The "Brander" rebellion can rarely have been equalle d for 
ohee r pace and action. As a boy this was my dream rob ellioni it 
was oll a r ebe llion ought to be, I cbeerod Bob Cherry and the 
Bounder when they sacked Van Tromp' s study! I hoot ed Brar,der out 
of tbs dom when he broke bi s promise to tho re bole; I roared 
with immoder ate laug hte r at llajor Cherry ond Si r Hil ton Popper as 
they oquared up to each other , gobbling with fury like exci ted 
turkey-coc ks, 

Tbs China holiday series was perhaps the best holiday 
series ever. It wao honestly a geograph i cal education in itself 
to a kid, The dramatic moments were sustained as well as anything 
Richal"da eve r did, and Bunter, of course, was in bis element, 
though I seem to reme mber somo objection on bis part when his ears 
were to be cut off , Also (whi spe r it) I hav e alwaye had a sneak i ng 
regard for Fer rers Locke. Dcwn with Sexton Blak e! 

Now, have you ever rend a more del icious piece of Grey 
friars characterisation than that of Paul Pontifi:1: Prout when his 
eye was blacked in those memorably couple of tales in the autumn 
of 1930? This W!lS Prout at bis best - and also Coker at bis beet , 
too, though as a rule I 'm not a. tremendous Coker fan , Prout beforo 
bis s tudy mirror , surv eying with horro r bis darke ning optic wi ll 
always be a source of joy to me. Poor old Pi:g_utL HQJLRe do laugh 
over tbemlsfo rtun es of others! 

Christmas at Cavandale Abbey, wbils t not up to the s tand3rd 
of a Christmas at Wharton Lodge, nevertheles s had all the 
ingredients of a true Hamilton Christm as {who was this can Dickens 
ar,yway?), Vie had a ghost and an r.ssassin , Ferrera Locke , a state ly 
en rl, bags of sno w, wbiotling l"lind and midni ght ndventureo , ill 
perfectly ill uot r atod , complete with short story and Editor ' • 
chnt, for 2d , Wbc cou l d wont moro? lllimey , I'm pay i ng 2/6d , o 
timo for ' om nowt 
~R----~·---.. ~--................ ..-, ..... ___ ,. __ --- -.. -·-·-·--.... -- .. --....... ,..,.-. __ ., ............... --.. 
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No, me bboys , 1930 waa the broth of a ye ar! I defy anyone 
to go one better and produce o. yea r which gavo mor e so l i d enjo yment 
than that con t ained i n the•e tales outlined above. I throw the 
gauntlet down - the contes t is open to all ! And that includes my 
old Southampton f ri end Edmum Walter Cox. Him ond bi s 1932 ! Take 
up your pe ns , dr aw clo se the i nk - I'm waiting to have thirty- two 
years thrown at rne ! 

****** 
MAGNET TI TLES (Cont' d) . 
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Present. No.1140 Billy Bunter's Christmas . No.11 41 Bunte r Comes to 
StS,Y, No.1142 The Artful Dodger. No,1143 The Fonn-!faste r' s 
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1'1.2 LS01'1 LBB COLUJ',\1'1 
All COl!lll!unicat ions to ROBERT BLYTHE 

46, CARLETON RD., HOLLOWAY I LONDO!l1 N.7 . 
This mont h we have nnother cha tty article f r om Len All en of 

Sheffie l d , nnd I ' m sure tha t his last parag raph will arouse quite 
a l ot of interest, 

LEEFLECTIO!IS - AGAIN by Leonard II. Allen 

Congratulat i ons to Bob Bl ythe on the completi on of hie four 
yoa r t ask - a complete li st of the Nelson Leo Library titles cover 
ing tho four series . I lllD suro thnt mnny collootors hav o found it 
inva l uab l e . Gratify i ng too is the numbe r of now Leeit os rec ontly 
enlisted to the ranks to whom, per haps, a littl e advice from old 
stager All en may be useful . 

We all have st rong affection and memory of a particu l ar 
story or se ries first road years ago and I am sure that others 
~hare this with me of tho f i rst Brookes I St . Frank I s yarns whi ch 
commoncod in No. 112 of the old se ries. Now those oopi os ar e 
oxcoedingly difficult 1':> obta i n today but I can r ecOlllllond the r e
prints in th e N.L. 3rd New se r i es . Thoao nr o i n fai rly plentiful 
supp l y and r easo nably priced . The Edi t or qui t o openly nnnounc od 
thn t tho s tori us had boon published before conoequontly they vary 
littl e, from th o originalo. Tho i ll ustrations o ro superio r ond moro 
numerous , in addition two in tor es ting so ri a ls ttro of f ere d - "The 
Peril f ro m th e EMt" by St anton ilopo i s es pecia ll y ento r tnin i ng M 
it is futuris t ic and f orocnsts "wn r with tho yollOI>' rnc os in 1943 . 
Following this norics , Nos. l to 8, crone anothe r re pr int e.ls o 
differing li ttl c from tho originn l j tho llunto r tho Hun ot or i os 
(Nos . 148 to 157 in t he ol d sorioo • Thia covered the firs t 
barring - out at St , Frnnk' a c.nd gene r ally agreed to be one of the 
beat of this type. These number 9 to 18 in the 3rd Series and , in 
add it i on, an origin a l sorinl by E.S . B. nppenred in Nos, 11 to 17, 
This concerned th o adve ntures of Lord Dorrimoro nnd Unlosi , un-
11Saistod by Loe or tho sc holars i n a typic a l Brookes Lost World in 
tho Pacific . Nei tbo r of these two s c ri os woro rop ubli shod in th o 
Monste r Library but th e reoai ndor of tho 3rd Uew series cannot be 
r ecolll/llcnded be in g & st r ange mixt ure of stories app arently taken a t 
random. 



Few of the l ong- run A. P. boys ' papers were not graced at 
some time or another wit h a story by Charles Hamil ton . The N. L. 
Library was no exception . One story is all tha t I can trac e but 
am sure that Rmnil tonians wi 11 be interest ed to learn tha t it 
appeared in No. 338 , (Nov . 26th/21) , and the price of the paper 
was raiaod from l!,l . to 2d.. that ve ry week. A foo t ball yarn , "Tho 
Corinthian" , possibly a r e - pr int, did not include any familiar 
chnrc.ctors. 

We all associe. t o E.S . B. with St . Frank ' s , Se:<ton Blake the 
Blue Crusaders ,nd imc.ginativo stories but during tho new series of 
the Boys' Roalmquite a diff or ont style of yam from his pen appear
ed. Thi s serial, "The Stuff to Give ' Em", ran from No. 45 (I.lay 26/ 
28) t o No. 55 (Aug4/28) and had a strong human interest. The hero, 
Clive Tracey , a young animal doctor wbo:Je father has been rui ned by 
the loca l squire, is in l ove with bts rival I s daughter . Horses are 
doped , suspicion cast on th e hero and everything depe nds on him 
winning the horse r ace in the final insta l ment . This sounds more 
like lint Goul d thnn E.S . li. but th e famili a r touch i s ther e - Cliv e 
invents a medicin e which r ojuvina.t es animals and need I sa:, how 
us efu l t his proves . Conveniently the Jockey Club r efrain from ask 
ing awkv:a.rd questions. 

The N.L. L. wns never very generous with read o.rs1 com
petitions, the magnificent prizes make strange reading today . A 
Painting Compo ti tion was offered i n the 2nd new series, the first 
prize was announced as having been l«:ln by a Manchcs ter rcad or - the 
sum of one shillin g a week for a year , the second won by a Great 
Yarmouth reader - sixpence a week for a simila r pe riod . Fifty 
othor prizes were also distributed but di sc r ee tly u.'1doscribed . 

Most r eade rs \vil l have a vivid rocoll e ction of tho cover 
illustration of an old number although the story is forgott en . I 

-iiavo1;w o, one is the cover of a Boys nt cnltq11-;-t;icb~fn -
Trockless Spaco" by E. S.B. undor pon-riamc, Rob&rt W. Comrade, a. 
copy of which I obtained some short time ago and agreed with my 
impres s ion . The other is of a Nelson Lee and wi tbou.t any previous 
mention to Bob Blytho I wuld lik e him to check for me. The scone 
depicted was the outsid e of a larg o shop, bank or theatre with 
runnin g figur es disapp ea ring on the ri ght , on tho pi.vemcnt i n the 
for egro und was painted e l argo purpl e circle . How about it , Bob, 
wc.s the re suet: a. cov e r in the old s e ri es ? 

Good news for the E. S.B. suppor ters - Norman Conquest to 
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ap pear in the cinem a screen. The success or to Waldo , the Wonder 
Man, has f or a long time been a best seller in the Collins Myst ery 
Novel se ries . The part of Conquest i s to be played by Hollywood 
actor, Tom Conway , who rece n tly arrived in this coun t ry .. He has 
all the hist r ionic and physical requi r ements f o r the rol e , being 
ove r 6 1 in height an d f or ye ars play ed a simila r role in American 
pictures as IJ.1he Fal con . Recent ly he has be en featured as She rlock 
Holmes on the r adio, with another Engli s h bor n acto r, Nigel Bruce , 
as Doctor Watson . Somo yea rs ago , hi s fi lm- star br oth er, Geor ge 
Sa.ndors , t ook the rolo of th o Lesl ie Char teris cha ra cte r, The 
Sai nt, in a fi l m. Readers wil l rec all th os e sto ri es app ea ring in 
"Tho Thr i l l e r" o.s did t ho oc.rl y Conque s t yarn s . 

* * * * * * * 
Len's nows co ncern ing The Conques t fi lm int or os tc d me so 

much that I got in tou ch wit h Br ooks and as a result I can now 
g iv e the following addi t i ona l i nforma ti on. ': he fi 1m is to be made 
by Pre mi e r Film Pr oductions at Denham. Apa r t from Tom Conway, 
othe r pa rts a r c to be played by Evo Bartcck and Joy She l ton , the 
l at t er talcing th e par t of Pi:r:io, Conquest ' s wife . The story is 
bnse d on Brook ' s nov e l "Dar edevil Conquest" and wi ll bo c all ed 
11Po.rk Pl a.za 605" . Appa r ent l y it is inte nd ed es a fir:::t fe a ture 
film so wo s hould a.11 hnv o a ch311Ce of s ee ing it. Spenking 
personally I 'd far r a.th er soon film ab out th o St . Pr'f'..nk's 
cbar nct or s - but as th.1.t ' a obviously out of th e question thi s is 
o very g ood second best. Hor a 1 s hoping tho fil.r.a is a success nnd 
t h:it o.s n r es ul t Br ook ' s wi ll movo up into th o top bra ck et of 
thril l er wr i t ors . The:: pl a c e left v.-icnnt by Edgnr W.1.ll.1c o ba s 
never r ea ll y boon filled, s o th e re ' s n good chn .. nc o for E.S .D. if 
it comos off. 

In c ident a lly, bef ore we go on, th o oovor you r emembe r 
Len hM ,no be aten . It c c rt ai:i ly doos n• t occur in th o first 150 
numbers of t he Old So ri os . Cnn t>.nyone e l no recol l ect thi s co ve r ? 

You 't"li.11 r cmo.mbo r my including in th e c ol umn n let t er fro m 
13ill Champi on of Rea di ng - well he ~s boon pc r su.n.dcd to wri to an 
artic l e, l?lld I'm su re you ' 11 oll ngro o wit h mo when I oxp r oss th o 
ho pe that th ore will be mo."C forthc oc,i ng fr om hie pen i n th o nea r 
future . 

* * * * * * * 
""'"""'" ' ,.,.,,,._..,,,., ..... ,,..,,.,._,,,.,,. .. ,. ..... , .... , ...... , .. ,.,., .,...,.,,,.,,..,.,,,.,,_,,_,,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,, '"'""'"""'"'" ""'"'"'"""'""· """''"'"'H.,_.,,,~"'"""''""' '"~"•• ...... ..--- ,0, .... .,.., 
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WlLLIAl4 THE OO!IQUEROR An Appre cia t i on 
by 

Will iom Champion 

In all the school stor i es published within the pages of 
the "Gem", "Magnet" , "Nel so n Lee 11

, etc., the accent was chi efly on 
you t h; i n oth er words, t he pl ots were woven round the members of 
the middle - school - - the fags and sen i ors mere l y being brought 
in to "make up weight 11

, as i t were. 
However, in my modest opi ni on, there was one character from 

the upper - schoo l who had no paralle l --- not oven in the classic 
"Fifth - form of St. Dominics 11 

-- and that charncter wns Wil l iam 
Nap oleon Brov.nc , of th o Fi fth-form of St . Frl'nks . Incidente.lly , 
WAS i t over mo.do qui to clear th n t th o 11 Nr.pol oon 11 wa.s ins ortc d by 
the fifth - fome r himself, or was be christened that way by hi s 
fond par en ts? 

Al though be was a compar a t ive newcomer to the school, his 
genia l ity, \vi t, wisdom, perfect san g- froid, and fr ee- and - easy 
babi t of mi xing vi th the " l ower typos of humanity" , soon earned 
him n s pecial nicho in my estoa:n, as 1 t must hnvc done count l ess 
oth er s . furth e:rmorc, his l oquo.c i t y , which would have made o.ny 
American Presid ent go gr een wi t h envy , wus a cons t llll t source of 
amusement to me. 

Vib.o \'ri ll over forgot his introdu:: tio n i n "Fooling Tho 
Scho ol " (Nelson Le e !lo, 513 , 4- 4- 25) . In this exceeding l y humour 
ous yarn we f i nd Brmme, due e..s n pupil at St . Fr anks i n th e coming 
summer tom , on his 'f,-ny t o thzit f (l.mous soa t of le a rning i n ord er to 
gi ve the school the "once - ove r " . On the train, he m.:kes the 
a.cquaintnnce a.nd incurs t he displea.sure of a certain benighte d 
Prince Augustin e of Zeko- Vanio., who has also chose n that day to 
Yisti SJ; . E'ranks~~tful honour he hr.s already 
conferred, or inflicted, upon s eve r al ot her unfortun n.te schools . 
With typicn1 Bro,mc t echniqu e , our hero i nforms the prince of the 
" f e rocious typ es Of r.ssorted fircb r ans" who inh .::.bi t St . Fronks , 
compl ot oly di3aur:.d os him from bis pro jcct, Md mnsque r -!\des as 
tho princ e hi mself on his a r ri val r.t th e s chool. 

The account of how Dr. Stafford cond\£ ted the pseudo
prince round the various form - roo1:1s mo.de enterWning reading , 
such na bi s entry i nto the third - fonn room; 11For you , Mr . 
Suncliffe, 11 sc.id Browne , C,'3.Sting o. benevol ent e ye on Wil ly 

.H.~~ : ~.rt~' " &" C~: .:.' there must_, be ,,,,t!>ri ll s .. in . pl n toonc ••.•. The ... homel y .. ,., ... 
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ti n-tack ns you sit upon your chni r , the whist l e of a. paper - pol l et 
ns i t wings its sticky way pa.st you r o.uric ulnr appe ndngo , the 
sy l vo.n note of the homel y moutb - orgnn as i t is tun ed be hi nd the 
friendl y desk - lid . Such th r i ll s as these must be of daily 
occur r ence. Am I ri ght , sir?" . 

Browne evaded censure for his daring decept i on by luc kily 
discove ri ng that the llead's l ife - hobby was archaeology. Our he r o , 
who a l so knew a Ming Dynasty vase when he saw one , talked his way 
r i ght i nto the Head's heart ; and when, eventually , be cordially 
extended an invitation to Dr. Stafford t o visit his home during 
the Easter holidays in order to meet his fa t ber , Sir Mortimer 
Browne , anothe r famour archaeologist - -- well - - - ! 

The fo ll owing WC'lk 1 s story wa s "Archie ' s Easter Pic nic ! 11, 

and here , again t Bro\'m.e was wel l to the fore . Early in the yam 
he had occasion to vi s it Captain Bertram Glenthorne' s chambers in 
Jermyn St . and his op e ning words proved he had not chaJ18od ovc r
wock : 

"Why, dash it, you' re :Br owne ! " e jacula t od Arch i o, opening 
th o doo r . 

11The result of l oitoring in tho sun," admi tt ed W.ll . 
a po log e t i c a ll y. "I t rust the wca ther - boa to n appcnranco is not 
too pro nounced? No? I bron tho agai n! 11

• 

Yes , Brown e certain l y ho.d some thing . He bad not bee n long 
at St . Fr cnks befor e ho had r eplac od Chambers as Capt a i n of t ho 
fifth; nnd later, when Fenton ,1a.s wor r ied by th e gr e at l o.ck of 
cricketing abi l ity among the scniors 1 we find Wil li.'.lm Napoleo n 
wheedlin g the Captain of t he School i nto playing Nipp e r and one or 
two mor e juniors i n the First-team -- - - ri t h excel l ent re s ults . 

Our hero a.gain c.'.lme out strong in th e s ummer vecetion 
series of that yeo.r . Who doesn 1 t remember hie coo l ness when, with 
most of Lord Dorrimor o 's holiday pa rty 1 he was held captive aboa rd 
th e Wanderer , anchor ed in th e hgocn of Par adis e Island, whil st 
Nippe r & Co. were comping - out on the isl.ind , a.s yet free from 
Jonathan Pre soctt ' • cl ut c hes . 

Browne was finding hi s enforced stay on the y.:icht ra t her 
irk s ome. Be conf i ded as much to his friend , Ste v ens, of the 
fifth; and , soon a fter , noticing Ni pper, Bandfo r th , nnd a f ew 
more juniors nppro eching in canoef >, he calm l y dec i ded to jo in t hem. 
Followed by a quaking Stevens he approc.chod tho gang,,ay, e.nd found 
11 villainous - looking ha lf- br eed gu,ird barring hie progr es s . This 



(55) 
guard pu.ebed a revolver to .. arda the lanky fifth - former' 

' "Better s1Bnd back!" he grunted ' 
1 11Thes e li t t l e annoyances are only to be expec ted , 

Brother Horace, " said Browne gently . 11It is a pity that we shoul d 
be foreed to suffer the.mi but no catter. Come!" ' 

'Stevena was about to sa;y something, but be gulped . 
Browne was smiling BB urbanely as ever, am he did n 1 t seem to 
appreciat e tha fact tha t the guard ' s r evolver was menacing him. 
Ho lift ed up tho barr el , gaz od down tho bor e , arxl carelessly turn ed 
it asido .' 

'
11Vory intorosting, but crude!" ho r c.mark od coolly '. 

The upshot "as , tba t Browne and Steve na did jo i n f orooe 
with the junio rs; and I can reco l lect feeling as relieved as 
Nelson Lee and Dorrie must have felt, as t hey were paddled out of 
gunshot . 

I think 1925 eaw Browne at hie very best - - be went from 
strength to strength . Vihon tbe mystic Ezra Quirke was ge tting 
i nto hio st r ide , it was W. 11. who applied th o balf - Jiolson in no 
unce r ta i n way , and did more , porh11pe, than tho i n imitable Nippo r 
in brill81ng sanity back to th o scho ol . 

And, to finish this shor t eulogy of !Ir . Ju s tice Brcwno ' e 
favouri t o so n, who l1ill over forgot "Tho Ohos ts of Dorrimore 
C[l.St le" and "The New-Year Bevellers 11? Who wil l e vor forget t he 
masterly way i n which W. ll., plu e V!illy Handforth, abducted Ili se 
Muri el Halliday fro m unc!er her aunt ' s nose , and whisked her from 
London to the l esso r-knor.n wilds of Derbyshire and Dorri more 
Castle, th oro to moot her ol d l ove , 11 certain dietant rolative of 
Dorri es named Honry Bruce , who had l ong mourned her as dead . 

I ah,·ays c l aimed that roa.di ng that aor i cs was tho most 
delightfully-c!i ooring way in which to tormiMts th e Old-Year end 
enter-the N-.-l!ere 1s- to - ll'tl -l1am tire Con~u~ 

ViILLIAII F . CHAllPION. 

FOR SALE and/or EXCIIAJIGE, Magnets, 1938 t o 1939 . Gems from 1936 , 

~;u~g,,~~i~~~ .. t~~!i.11!J~gn t::'mi:9} 9 r:"s:8!t, ~c~: i~ 
50 iseuee of St ar tlar 1931- 32 . S. B. Annual, Toe Merr:,s o..n. 
RF.X!UIRE THE FOLLOWING: Magnets, Gems, Nele on Lees , Jlonste r Libra
ries, S. 0. L' s . Any reasonabl e exchanges wolcomoi . S.A. E. ford3tsile 
G.J . BIGHTON, 14 GREYHOUND ROAD, WILLESDEII, LOIIDO!I, !I. Vl. 10 . 
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Edited by H, M, BO!ID 

10 ERVI \YEii, RJ!HIBiliA, CARDIFF 

**** 
THE ROUlID TABLE - FEBRUARY 1 1953 

Anthony Baker of Barne t, Ber t s , has written agreeing with 
the views exp ressed in our January issue re the mode rn Blake 
stories. He th i nks they are not too bad when one views them in 
keeping with today ' s events . The ago of Master Criminals has gono . 
He doesn 1 t t hink that boys of today, himself inclu ded, would like 
them bac k. \7ben one realises t ba t the S. B. L. is the ~ Bri tieh 
detective magazine for boys on the market t and compares them w1 th 
th o American trash tho.t i s crowding the bookstalls , we sh ould be 
very glo.d that Sexton Blo.ke is what he is. It v,as good to see 
Derek Ford ' s excellent review of 1952 in th e January number. But 
if Sexton Blake is to liv e very much l onger somet hing must be done, 
bis st atue amongst boys of today is abeo l utely nothing , Anth ony 
would say tba t 90% of the peop l e who read the S, B, L. today are 
adul t s . In bis form at schoo l he is the only one out of 28 reading 
it, only about two others even having heard of it. Three or four 
vagu ely remember .Blake as an adventu re strip cartoon in "Knockout 11 , 

which , after al l is only a comic paper for the younger re ader . The 
commencement of a story of Bl uko in "Knockout " i s a step forward on 
the pi cture strip (hO"Nevor , but not much, for thoy aro of no size 
abl e l ength and in any caso do not ca tcb tho cyo of boys ov or tho 
ag o of 10 or 11, ilo goos on to sa:; that be thinks the prosont 
circulation of tho Libr ary must be protty small. His newsa gent 
only has orders f rom four or five ot he r pooplc . Our young Blako 
fan eugi;ests giving Bl'1lco a boos t by plo.cing storice nbout him in 
the 11Chompion11

, .'.l. boy3 pa.per much more widely road. He think s 
thie, pl us a goo d 311ount of advor tising in other A.P . papors might 
set th o Man from Baker St r eat on his f oot ng: .. in nnd make him onc e 
again TIIE fiction al detective . 

Now these revelations make one sit up and think . Fancy 
only two boys in a class being sufficient ly interested in Bl ake . 
Of course in t bi e j e t-ag e we must give way a littl e to the inter -



pl aneta ry type of hero like the already f amous Dan Dare , bu t neve,-.. 
thelees th ere is still room for the adventuree of en ea rthbound 
he r o. We sure ly do not have to send Blake to tho far off planets 
in orde r to re-introduce him to tho public . Before ea.ying 8l1Y more 
on th is subjoct I would lilc o to rof or you to the oxcollent new 
article by Graham Davies which appears i n this issue of the C. D. 
Be gives a good r eason why Blake is not so popular nowadays , but 
the ang le is NOT juvonile , I shall have more to say about this 
next month. I shall we lc ome al l corr espo ndence on the curr ent 
subject , sc please get pen to paper. 

Cheerio for now, 

H. IIAUI!ICE BCND. 

A BLAJCIAN DILEl!IIA 

by 

Graham Davies 

*** 
In recent months there has been quite a l ot of discuaeio n 

about whet her the Sexton Blake Libr ary , and indeed Blake hims elf, 
hold the sMJo foremost pl nce in the regard and affection of present 
d111 youthful r ead e rs as tho y did , •111, during the 1930• and 1940s, 
I do not believe , myself , that there is MY dange r of Blake real ly 
falling off the map, but it does seem to be ths case that othe r 
cbarno t era in juven il e fiction have come fol'Ward to of f er a strong 
challenge to th e Balce r Street detective - notab l y Biggl cs, Kit 
Carson , oto , With regard to adult readers of the S. B.L. , 118 it is 
pres ent ed a t the moment, well , I think that to thsn Blake i s the 
same dea r old friend that he wo.s in thei r youth - or they wouldn't 
still follow his c,w oa I 

But wbethe r or not present day youth prefers pure adventure 
stories to dotective storiea is not r eally so impor tant ae the 
allied que o t ion of who th er the Sexto n Blak e Library should bo r e
c r oated a new as pur<>ly adult reading - to occupy n pl ace on tho 
bookst all c among pur ely adul t magazines, As we a ll k now, Bl eke 
s tori os woro ori ginal l y mo:lll t for juv onil o read.ors only; and then, 
ns the years wont by, and nlmos t cortainly ru1 a. ro oul t of tho fino qualities ot Blake ' a own characte r and t he_ eve l'-im pro ~ riU ng_ 
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of the A.P . team of autho rs, Blake stories bcg:J!l to b~ a!lnounce d 
as ' For read.ere of all ages 1 • This was quite true - t !:cy were 
for readers of al 1 ages, with good pl o t s, good chara.cteri sa t i on, 
good dialogue , and good narrativ o. But thoy were stil l, even so, 
bound to th o ranks of juv onile li teraturo . An attempt was made, 
in 1933, with the intro duction of the Detective Weekly, to make 
Blake stories non- juvenile, but al thou gh a good s tart was made 
wit h Lewis Jackson •s pol i shed aid , it was not l ong before they 
bad to return once again to the category of I For readers of all 
agos . 1 

Vlha t is it that prevents Blak e from be ing a 100% o.dult ' s 
detective? 'I/by is it that he is still to be found among the rank s 
of th e Juveniles? It i s not because of any defect in his own 
character . It i s true that, at one time , Blake was inclined to 
indu l ge in rath er oxa.ggorated feats of rough- hous i ng, and of 
physical endura nce without food and sleep , etc., but even these 
tendencies have l argly disappeared in these days of Tyrer , Parsons , 
King, Frazer, etc. Blake i s more a man of brain powe r than brawn 
power at present. And, as i s well known, he qui to frequent l y has 
to come int o contact with the seamy side of life, and this he 
accompli shes wi tbo ut any trac e of prudery - which shou l d weigh 
heavily in his favour with most odul t re aders . 

No, the reason why Blake a tori en a re tied to the juvenile 
she lv es is, I am afraid , because of our old friend, the dear l y 
beloved Tinker . It is Tinker, and Ti nker alone , who keeps Blak o 
among tho pages of tho Knockout Comic. That is to sa,y 1 Tinker as 
he is , and always hns boon depicted - Blake ' s you thfu l assis tant. 

What is Tinker 1 e ago suppos ed to bo? Blak e , we arc pr e t ty 
we ll agr eed , i s round obout thirty - nine - eternally . But Tinker -
well he might be any t hing from s e vent een to twenty - thro e . !lot a 
few a ut hor s in the past, nota bl y J .G. Brando n in the l 930s 1 used 
to make Tinke r 11 tt l e more than a boy - about fifteen years of age . 
If t hat! Looking through some of my old Union Jecks I I frequ entl y 
find him drawn ( tholl(l'h not by Eric Parker) as a boy of 11 ttle more 
than fifteen or sixteen . I do not th.ink I am wrong in my idea 
that , whi l st t here is nothing about Blake 1s character to prevent 
hi m from being endeared to any adult reader , thero is def i nit ely 
something too youthfu l about Ti llkor• s to have qu it e the same effect . 
I am not sa ying that it is Tink e r's character that is at fault 
( the r e 1e no one who like• his chee r fu l , int r epid I and intelligen t 
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qualities more than I do) , but only that , if Bl ake is to take a fron t place 1110118 tho Paul Temples, Poi rots, ate . , then oomething must bo done to Tinker. 

The obvious anewer is aimply to tr ansform him from being Blake ' s 7outhtul assistant into being Blake's younger p&rtner in detec ti on - w1 th a share in the bua i noea ! He cou l d b e agod twenty tive, with a more certain back8roWld than ho has at pre sent . Be could be , say, the eon ot a professional man of some kind, new deceased , who left him a modest 11 ttle sum to a tart him on a 
caree r 1 and he could have a definite girl friend, who could pl q a regula .r part in Blake I a casea 1 

Should somothing like this bo done , 1·inker would immediate ly becomo a more sympathetic character to adult readers . !lo 
longer would ho cell BID.lee 1 guv1 nor' but - ab, now what~ he call Blako? Saxton? Navor in a thousand readers ' years . Tony? (As Lewie Jackson resorted to way back in 1933). !lo, Tony would not be the right name for Blnke , nt least not in my humble opin i on . Hore , then , we come up againot tho Blakian dilemma , If Tinker ia to be made an adult ' a cbarac ter, be can no longer be the youth whom Blake employs , If he is made on adult chuacter in the way I have tentatively suggested , then , as Blake ' s younger partner 
Md friern , be will have to drop the ' guv'nor' and re place it with 
- what? 

The only solution I con think of ..,uld be for Tinker to call Blake - well , just 1 Blr.ke ' I But tint again does not seem 
sntiefa.otory. Perhaps some one olse can think of a way out of 
this difficulty . Unless of cour se, the S,B , L. should r emain what it hae been for so mony years - o. mnso.zine I For readers ot all 
nges 1 I 
:.:-.. ::::...-:=::::::::.Tttote . "Th8se " we~ wded. out~ 1~:.::'ntb ':" - B. L. ,~-=== 

THE DECWBER SEXTON BLAKE LillRARIES 
llo. 277: "The llyat ery of til e llnson ' s Arms", by Anthony Pl\rsons , No, 2781 "The llnn w1 th a llumb•r" , by Stephon Blakeoloy. 

<Jerry Allison writes: - llay I first thank all t hose who have written about my reviews of the recent issues . I am pleased to hear how much they are appreciated, Regardin g their appearance eGCh month, th o pcoHion is this . Firstly my spar e tim o is vory limit ed omng to tho llorth orn Section O. B. B.C, Library , and s econd-
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ly, there are certain authors wboae work I simp l y cannot read ! 
My comm.en ts on many of the books could be res t rio t ed t o a 

single adjective . Or i f I used th e Baedeker ' star • rot i ng , 
nothing less thnn minus th e entire galaxy would adequatel y exp ress 
my opinion, 

Rowovor, whenever thoro are any numbers which I can roally 
recommend, or ltilich contnin points of i n toroet, I sbnll bo vory 
will i ng to l ot the Edi tor bavo my report upon than, 

Just ono moro thi ng bofo r o I como to th e December ti tlos. 
Lost mont h I plonded fo r th o numbo r of THE HOUSE i n Baker Stroot, 
Well, Jomes fl. Cook ho.a given me the numbe r , together with chap t er 
nnd verse! Before I pass th i s along tD you I must do a l ittle 
resea rch work. I hope to be able to wri to n abort paper in t ime 
fo r next month ' s 11Di ge st 11

, on the subject1 'The Home of Sexton 
Blake ' . 

No, 277, s.B.L. They say that tho first two acts of a play are 
ea.sy to wr ite, but it is Act three which shows the merit or other 
wise of an author . It is there when the earlier act i on has to be 
l ogica l ly explained, nrrl any mystery made c l ear. 

This maxim is only too frequently exemplified in the 
s.B . L. and "The Mystery of the Mason' s Arms" is a fair specimen . 
The book bas a good beginning , considerabl~ burr.our, and convincing 
development. But n.s the dcnoumcnt approaches the author l os e s hi e 
grip. For instance, an unkno\vn man has been murdered in the 
Underground, He bas followed Lady Emily Westomholme, (Bl ake ' e 
new girl - f ri end ! ) from the above named pub , She is taken to the 
mortuary and shewn the body , but declare s that be is a perfect 
strange r. Later on howeve r, they discuss the question as who it 
was that bad tr ailed Lady iinily, The author bas apparently for
gotten that he hod stated th at i t was an unknown person, for one 
ve ry wal l- known cbare.cto r is el iminated bccR.uae 1 ho isn't tall 
enough' . This, and simi l a r c nro loss mis t akes qui to spoil t my 
enjoymen t . 

And bow do yo u li ko this for a picture of the calm and 
cool Sexton Blake, "He (Bl ake) had found n small oak pew, and 
in " f r enzy of des t ruction was swi nging the thing round bis head , 
and lite r ally bashing r.ngels nnd effigies to pieces, His hnir was 
nl l over hi e fcce ; his eyes wild with a. species of madness . 
Swet\t wns pouring down his f nco r.nd f :il l ing off his chi n, Nld , 
ev ery time he s tr uck ho yelled curses" . 



Pr etty , isn't it? But of course he was saving Lady ~ily 
from being buried alive . Alo.s for Yvonne Cartier c.rd Roxane 
Harfield ! 

llo,27 8, St ephen Blak esley hna giv en us quite n r eadable story 
about an ex-convict trying 1n go straight, bu t whoso l"•t catches 
up with him nnd giv es him troubl e , 

The villain , Dell ing, was quite a good charact e r of the 
llaster Crimina l typ e . He had a tame monster of the Caliban brand 
as a eervan t. Now, why, i nste ad of k:illi ng these two off at the 
end , why did he not al l ow them to get away? He would then have 
bad th em ready for a l ater etoxy , and may have been able to buil d 
Delling up into anothe r Kew or Zenith , After all, every crime is 
not so l ved or punished in real life. 

******* 
SEXTON BLAKE COMPETITION No, l, 

This month I have plea sure in introducing a new series of 
compe titions f or r ead ors of Blsk:i ana , We are s t a rting the ball 
rolling with a short story competition and tho priz e will bo One 
Guinea for the best story submitte d . It is poin t ed out tha t much 
co- operation wi l l be needed to make this first cont e st the success 
I hope it will be, Here are the full de tai l s 1-

1. St ori es submitt ed must be about Sexton l!l ak:e but not 
necessarily actual de tectiv e ya rn s , For i nstanc e a short story 
dealing wit h an epi sode be tween l!lak:e and hi s housekeeper is 
quit e permissible, 

2, St ori es mus t bo writt en or typed on ONE SIDE of a fool scap 
shoet, 

3 . Name and address of the auth or must bo writ t on or typed on 
th e rov ors o s id o of manuscript shoo t. 

4 , All ontri os MOST be rcc oiv ed at th o headqunr tc rs of 
l!l ak:i ann by th o 28t h Febr ua ry , 1953 , No entry r cco ivod aft e r 
this dc t o will bo ac cep te d for the oompo ti tion , Ill though any 
stor i es roco iv od aft or this dnt c may be pr int ed ovontunlly i n 
th o C. D. if poru,iseio n be giv en by the author, 

5, Tho priz e of 21 / - wi ll bo avmrd od to th o sto r y which i s 
con s idorod to be th o boat by popul ar vote . Reader s wi ll be 
as k:cd to vot e v,t on th o stori e s appe a r in th o APRIL mid UY 
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numbers of the C. D. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR FU'l'URE COJ.lPETI TI OIIS \'/ILL BE WELCOME • 
......................... , . .,, ... , ................... , ....................................... -................................................. , ............................. ,,. ....... , ........................................... . 

i WM.MARTIN ............................................... ,. ............... .. 
93 HILLSIDE STOIIEBRIDGE PARK, 
LONDO!/ 11.w.io. Tel 1ELGar 3230 • 

OFFERS 

24 llelson Lees O. S. be tween 14- 78 . 2 Runs of 12 e a oh . 
4 Bound Volumes Boys J.ingazine, 1-1 04 . 
2 Bound Volumes Young Britain, 1-87 . 
1 Bound Volume Gems 437-456. 
200 SBL 1st Ser i es 1- 200; 200 3rd Seri es 9 0- 250. 

50 S .B.L . 2nd Ser ies 500-550 
1-9 Flyin g Complete Capt . Johns Serial and Air Sto ri es . 
Bunter and Tom Jlerr:y Books - - all Publications . 
Bow,d Vol ume llagnets 554-6 05 . 
Ger.is from llo. 8 - 436 - all Gre en Covers . 
2 Bound Volumes Coll ecto rs Di gests 1-24, 25- 48 . 
1 Bound Vol ume Sto ry Paper Collection l - 26 . 
l Bound Volume Old Boys Book Collectar , Published 1916 · 
1 Bound Volume Collecto r s Uiscellsny l - 18. 
4 Bound Vol umes Coll ecto r s Di ge st - Annua l s 1 - 4 
Red :lagn e ts 1--200 . Sold as a whole lot . Mint . ? offers , 
B.F. Ls (30); TOM MERRY & C0 . (38) TOIi MERRY' S COllQUEST. 

, DETAILS AflD PRICES ON APPLICATION WITH S .A. E. j 
~''"""'""''""""'"''''"-'"""""""''"'"''"''''"''"~'""'""'""'""""' ..... "''"""""'""""""'"l+t'"'"""""'"_ .................... , .... IH> .. f•"'"''" .. ' ''" '"'l•I ... !'"'"'''"' 

70UR UST CllANCE! The t hird and last issue of THE OLD DOYS 1 

BOOK COLLECTOR ready Feb ruary, featurin g Michael Poo le I a "Synopsi1t 
o f Forty Ye ars". 2/ - po st free from TOM HOPPERTON, COURTJ.JlNllS, 
FULFORD ROAD, SCARBOROUGH. A f ew copies of !lumbe rs 1 and 2 still 
available . 

VI A 11 'i' E D: MAGllETS, Ga!S, POPULARS, DREADJlOUGHTS, UllI ON JACKS, 
NELSON LEES, BOYS JOURIIALS and llARVELS. G. H. Rawson, 207 Basing 
stok e Road , Reading, Berks . 

VI A N T E D: "BOB CHERRY I S BARRIJIG OUT" - Your own pri ce pai d. 
" ROBBY" , 13 Raphael Road, Hove, 3 . 
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FRA11K ·RICIIARDS' IIONTHLY LE'M'ER 

Janua r;y 15th, 1953, 
Dear Herbert Leokenb;y, 

llan,Y thanks for ;your letter snd the C,D, W, W, Jardine 1 s 
parod;y of my verses i n t he Auto is reall;y chaxming, And our f r iend 
Roger is as int eresting as usual, and as usual hath a prett;y wit , 
But I am sure he knows well enough wh;y the author left dr;y-as-dust 
det ails out i n the cold . Be does see the "practica l reasons" for 
putting a severe limit on the number of 'h ouses ' 1 and the same 
limit hll8 to bo applied in other directions. "Econom;y of detail" 
should always bo an author ' s watchword, in my opinion nt l ea.st . 
Why burden the reader ' s memor;y w1 th 1 toms whic h it is quite un
nocesear;y for him to remember? A reader has told me that he could 
11eee 11 that bi g beech t r ee at the comer of the footpath in Fria r
dale Lane , I don't th ink he would have seen it more clearl;y, or 
indeed as clearly , if the author had stated tha t it was precisely 
sevonty - throo-feet-six - inchos high, the trunk four feet in diameter, 
and that it was pl anted in the r eign of George tho Third b;y a man 
named Jones, I have a l 1va;ys found that th o reader 's o.vn imagination 
..;.111 fill in uncssential details , Thonks to Rogor a ll tho same for 
c very road.able art i clo. 

George Broml e;y• s di scover;y certainl;y made me jump. I knew 
the r e were often extensive borrowings in such cases, but a whol e 
chapter must be a r ecord , Who couldn I t be sn autho r on such easy 
li nos? 

Wi th kllldas t regards, Always yours since r ely, 
FRANK RIC HARDS , 

********************************* 

Doar l!r, Leckcnb;y, 

HOW GEORGE BROIILiY FOUND IT. 

Wigs ton llagna, 
Lcios, 

I was not on l;y surprised, but really thri ll ed to hear of 
the in t ores t sho• n in th o articl o on th e duplica to chapters, 

I never con t emplated that it 100uld have anything more than 
a passing "Well fancy th at" . I'm pleased that it was not Frank 
Richo.rds w!lo wru, caught ori bbi ngl 

To expl ain finding it is hard , but I had read with i nterest 
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an article in the 11Digost 11 about the travel adventures of Tho 
Famous Five nnd sitting nr.d pondering on some I was moved to pro
test that the Trave l Series are not so interesting a& the School 
series. The protest is here with attached. I sorted through my 
modest collection and read the 11Cem" travel sto r y , weeks l ater I 
r eceived a few Ma.gnot s froc Bi ll Martin and igtf oring pleas of f'ires 
to attend and pots to wash I started to r ood . ?dost uncanny. Every 
one kn ows the .feeling , when in a s trange place, of knowing a l l about 
it , here I felt I kn ew every word that was comin g . I estimate that 
six weeks had elaps ed since re a ding the "Gem" but I iaunodia.t e ly re 
c:iembe rcd the story nnd a. quick check proved mo ri ght . The r ea l 
co - inc idonco is that I have only about a hundred Magnets and Gems 
and yet I have thes e particular two. 

I like the new 11Digest" very much, I wish it were a daily . 
With best wishes, 

Yours sincere l y, 
G. BROIILEY. 

****** 
THE PEN- NAMES OF E. S . BROOKS. BOIi BUBROIJ 

That student of Nel so n Lee lore ref erring to the 'Pseudonyms' 
articl e in the Annual , Points out th at E.S. Brooks also wrote a.a 
S. B. Hal stead, E. Sinclair Hal stead and C. Hedin gham Gosfie l d . Ho 
adds the int er es ting information that E . S.ll . was living at Hal s toad 
in Es se x at the tim e and that Bedingbam and Oosfield at nsar b;y 
villages . 

That amazin g fellow, Geoff rey Hockley of Christchurch, 
New Zea l and, hM done it again. You will remember that r emarkable 
0 trrite - up 11 in the New ZE'nland LiSicn e r he was res ponsible for somo 
time ago . Well now i'Th.o Pr ess" of Chrietcburch has intorv iewed 
him n.ni an nccount of con sid orabl o l e ngth app ea rs in whc.t Geoff 
c alls "i ts cons crva.t iv o columns" . I t is doscribod tt.s "Written 
Specially for The Preas " by R.G.M." R.G.M. evident l y spent quite 
a lot of time delving into Geoff ' s fine collsotion, 

******* 

Thanks for the compliment s ! K. Gore - Brovme , Pro1, r ietor 
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